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SUMMARY

Even if the wars of the Revolution and the Empire 
confirmed the legendary bravery of the French cavalry, 
they also revealed a lack of equestrian training. The 
troops were destroyed by contagious illnesses, the 
ferocity of combat, and the poor quality of the military 
horsemanship of the period. The French cavalry was 
decimated after the Napoleonic wars. In 1815 a Cavalry 
school was created in Saumur to reform the mounted 
troops and to standardize the use of the horse in war. 

Faced with the urgency of retraining riders and horses, a 
body of instructors was set up, made up of several great 
civilian riding masters, originally from the Manèges of 
Versailles, the Tuileries and Saint-Germain. Considered 
the elite of the period, they trained the officer pupils of 

the cavalry : the Cadre Noir of Saumur was born.
The « Cadre noir » is in charge of the equestrian 
doctrine, based on academic principles inherited from 
the Manège of Versailles. Then, under the leadership of 
« le Comte d’Aure », 
t h e  e q u e s t r i a n 
d o c t r i n e  e v o l v e d 
towards  a  bolder 
and natural  way. 
Finally, the technical 
inputs promoted by 
François Baucher 
were subjected to 
intense examination by this military community, always 
trying to enhance their equestrian techniques. 
However at the beginning of the XXth century when the 
cavalry became mechanized (tanks and planes having 
gradually replaced horses on the battlefield) the question 
was raised of the usefulness of the Cadre Noir at the 
heart of the army. The government of the time could not 
bring itself to eliminate something which had become 
over time a real living heritage for France.
A spectacular increase in riding for pleasure in the 
seventies led to the creation of innumerable equestrian 
centres. The creation of the National Riding School was 
aimed at organizing teaching of riding in France; its 
vocation to prepare for high level teaching diplomas and 
top level competition. The National Riding School was 
created by decree in 1972 and entrusted to the Ministry 
for Sport. The knowledge and expertise of the ecuyers 
of the Cadre Noir naturally formed the basis of the 
school, and in becoming the main body of instruction 
gave life to their traditions : to teach riding adapted to 
the period, yesterday military, today sport, and to train 
horses. Thus, the Cadre Noir evolved from being military 
to becoming civilian.
Nowadays, and especially since 2010, « le Cadre noir » 
is part of the French horse and riding institute. Its action 
is dedicated to professional training for horse-riding 
instructors, to scientific investigations, to high level 
sport and to enhancing and promoting equitation in the 
French tradition.
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THE NETWORK OF EUROPEAN  
EQUESTRIAN SCHOOLS :

In October 1999, the network of European 
Riding Schools (EEN: Equestrian 
Educational Network) which involves 
many of the most prestigious schools in 
Europe was created during a conference 
in Strömsholm (Sweden).
The higher riding school of Saumur (ESCE) is enrolled 
and invested in this program. Here are the members of 
the EEN network:
• Deutsche Reitschule – Warendorf ( Germany)
• Escola Nacional de Equitação – Golega (Portugal)
• Flyinge “Equestrian center of Sweden” (Sweden)
• Hartpury College (The United Kingdom)
• H e l i c o n  O p l e i d i n g e n  N H B  D e u r n e  ( T h e 

Netherlands)
• Norsk Hestesenter – Lena (Norway)
• Ridskolan Strömsholm (Sweden)
•  Ypäjä Equine College (Finland)
• Ecole Supérieure du Cheval et de l’Equitation – 

Saumur (France)
• Landelijke Rijverenigingen Oud-Heverlee ( Belgium)  
By working together, the members of the EEN aim to 
develop their educational and pedagogical qualities. 
The international collaboration is beneficial for the 
evolution of instructing the practice of riding in each of 
the countries within the EEN.

The objectives of the EEN are : 
1. To improve equestrian education in Europe by 

facilitating the international exchange of information 
on current methods and new developments,

2. To allow the direct exchange of students and 
teachers between approved training centers,

3. To organize, each year, the European Schools’ 
Championships in which two students  and two 
teachers from each country participate.

 

3 rounds are on the schedule:
Qualifier: one dressage test and one show jumping event, 
S e m i - f i n a l :  o n e  d r e s s a g e  t e s t ,  o n e  s h o w 
jumping event and one dressage pedagogy test, 
Final: one dressage test, one show jumping event , one 
jumping pedagogy  test and one theoretical test
The advantages of grouping the EEN network are 
manifold for the representatives of each School.
On the one hand, they allow students:
• To increase their awareness of different teaching 

methods,
• To stimulate discussion and sharing of experience,
• To increase their employment opportunities abroad,
• To improve their foreign language skills,
• To contribute to self-confidence by highlighting the 

quality of the work provided
• To develop social and professional skills.
On the other hand, during these exchanges, 
trainers have the opportunity:
• To draw on the teaching practices and methods of 

other countries,
• To become motivated for new challenges,
• To broaden their knowledge,
• To improve their language skills,
• To compare the different teaching techniques related 

to each nation.
The EEN members communicate in English. There are 
about two face-to-face groups every year. The rest of the 
time, the main communication tools are digital (emails, 
Skype, etc.).
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Saumur: Training system recognised on a 
European level
Saumur is the only European school to offer training 
courses ranging from instructor level (BPJEPS) 
to trainer level (DESJEPS) through that of trainer 
(DEJEPS). The singularity of this system is the 
possibility of following a double course: university and 
vocational training or sports and vocational training. 
The reputation of the ESCE depends on the quality:
• Of infrastructures,
• Of the string of horses available and adapted 

according to the professional diploma targeted,
• Of the trainers, all with a minimum of a BEES 2 or 

DESJEPS,
• Of the training follow-up via the quality approach.
Unlike what is offered in Saumur, the British system is 
more focused on theoretical aspects. Indeed, the string 
of horses entrusted to the students comprises only «au 
pair» horses, which poses a real problem in terms of 
quality and consistency during the practical sessions. 
The downside of this organization is that the technical 
content has to be readjusted downwards depending on 
the cavalry.
Another example, with the Portuguese system, which 
has turned towards a specialization in dressage and also  
does not provide courses in a foreign language, which 
reduces the possibilities these graduates from being 
hired internationally.

Saumur well represented during the European 
School Championships!
Here are the results of the ESCE during the different 
European Schools Championships. During these 

Championships, the strengths of the ESCE students 
were their ability to adapt technically, whether in 
dressage or show jumping, their methodology, planning 
and educational adaptation and, more recently, their 
ability to express themselves in English in public. The 
strengths of the ESCE teachers were their ability to set 
up a strategy to manage a team during a competition, 
their knowledge and adaptability in technical, 
theoretical and pedagogical fields and their ability to 
give lessons in a foreign language.

3
International

2

2013 – Sweden
Bronze Medal (student Cyril Gavrilovic - Initial 
Training)
Silver Medal (trainer Eloïse Legendre - ESCE 
teacher)
2014 – Saumur
Gold Medal (student Claire Fontanel - Initial 
Training) 
No coach because host country
2015 – Finland
Gold Medal (student Robin Redolat - Initial 
Training)

2016 – Germany
Gold medal (trainer Eloïse Legendre - ESCE 
teacher)

2017 – Norway
Gold Medal (Louis Seychal student- Initial 
Training) 
Silver Medal (Philotée Fouilhoux student - Initial 
Training) 
Gold medal (trainer Eloïse Legendre - ESCE 
teacher) 
Silver Medal (trainer Eric Deyna - Ecuyer of the 
Cadre Noir)
2018 – Portugal
Silver Medal (Simon Gisclard student - Initial 
Training)

2019 - Sweden
Gold Medal (Baptiste Sallaund tudent - Initial 
Training)
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Some projects of the EEN 
 
• SPEED - Leonardo D’Avinci 
• ESKO - Erasmus 
• SPINE - Erasmus +

Link to the EEN website under construction

Eloise Legendre 

KNOWLEDGE

EQUIPEDIA FACT SHEETS IN ENGLISH

The French horse and riding Institute (IFCE) is a public 
operator whose main task is to produce and spread  
knowledge to the horse industry stakeholders. 
In this framework, the website « equipedia, plateforme de 
savoirs liés au cheval » offers more than 750 fact sheets on 
various subjects such as horse feeding, welfare, behaviour, 
heritage,  horse riding, genetics, diseases … 
All the information is certified by experts prior to being 
published. 
In order to enhance the international reach of the French 
horse sector and its know-how, 300 equipedia sheets  
with transversal interest for the whole international 
community, are currently being translated into English 
by  specialized translators.
All the agents involved in international development can 
benefit from this horse sector valuation tool and can share 
information in English with their foreign partners. 

The first fact sheets in english are already available as pdf 
files on the IFCE website, on:

In a very near future, a new multilingual option of the 
Ifce website will be added and indicated to visitors by 
a specific tab. All those technical sheets in English will 
be centralized there and downloadable in pdf format, 
referenced by search engines and the documents will be 
accessible to read on tablets and smartphones. 
This horse-related knowledge website is a reference to be 
discovered without delay:

An illustrated reference 
on hippology and horse 
riding in 8 languages
T h e  E q u e s t r i a n 
E d u c a t i o n a l  N e t w o r k 
(EEN) brings together 
prestigious horse riding 
schools in the following 
countries: Great Britain, 
G e r m a n y ,  A u s t r i a , 
Belgium, the Netherlands, 
Portugal, Sweden, Norway, 
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@ https://flyinge.se/utbildningar/erasmus/

@ https://www.equestrianeducationalnetwork.com/

https://equipedia.ifce.fr/

EQUESTRIAN DICTIONARY IN 
8 LANGUAGES

@

@ https://equipedia.ifce.fr/footer/menu-haut/
les-outils-equipedia/technical-information



Finland and France.
The exchanges between teachers / coaches and trainees 
in these countries have brought to light the need for a 
common working tool, hence the creation of this book 
coordinated by the French horse and riding Institute, 
including trainers of the Cadre Noir of Saumur.
The drawings illustrated by Marine Oussedik, specialist 
of the equestrian subject, are supplemented by captions 
in English. The terms used are located and translated 

into the 7 other languages : French, German, Dutch, 
Portuguese, Swedish, Norwegian and Finnish.

Eloise Legendre
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